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“WE REMAIN STANDING” UPDATED“WE REMAIN STANDING” UPDATED

YRIZA president Alexis Tsipras presented an 
updated version  of “We Remain Standing”   
(Μένουμε Όρθιοι)  in an event at Zappeion 
Hall on 25 May 2020.  “We Remain Standing 
II “ focuses on supporting workers and small 
and middle sized enterprises. “A nation that 

regained its collective self-esteem through its exit from 
the memoranda in 2018, and with its resolute stance 
during the global pandemic, should not be led, especially 
rapidly, to a new cycle of desperation,” was one of the 
key remarks of Alexis Tsipras.  “The optimism generated 
by our people’s success in handling this difficult period 
should not fail to be utilized accordingly today, or 
to become the raw material for creation, innovation, 
development, culture and science”. Referring to the 
Mitsotakis government,  Alexis Tsipras pointed out that 
“it appears to be distancing itself completely from the 
tendency that exists throughout Europe in dealing with 
the forthcoming economic crisis, in which the discussion 
concerns ways to support demand, sometimes timidly 
and at others with generous plans to reinforce liquidity 
and consumption”.  
The New Democracy government refuses to take 
advantage of the possibilities created in this context, 
so as not to disturb the conservative changes it has 
planned for labor relations, the environment, the social 
state, education and the economy”. He warned  that  very 
negative consequences may result on youth employment, 
stating that “It is both socially inconceivable and 
nationally dangerous for yet another generation to grow 
up taking it for granted that they will be living in a 
country with an endless recession, high unemployment 
and blatant social inequalities. It is sad when the only 
thing a country can provide for its young people, for 
20-year-olds, is repression and despotism. As for the 
global dimension of the crisis, Alexis  Tsipras emphasized 

that “there is no serious economist, irrespective of 
ideology,  who  believes that recovery is possible  without 
money being injected into the market. But, the global 
reality today determines that the only possible source of 
funding for the market is the state.The ND government is 
concerned solely with how to utilize the crisis in order to 
succeed in the reactionary plans it had formulated for the 
economy, the working people and the social state, even 
before the pandemic.” As for the possible beneficiaries 
of “We Remain Standing II”:   “Small and medium-
sized businesses represent the dynamic section of the 
Greek economy. Therefore  we cannot leave thousands 
of workers and business people unsupported,  telling 
them that we live capitalism according to a leading 
minister and  they should expect nothing.  “We Remain 
Standing II” includes a fiscal expansion package of 
€13.4 billion, aimed at actions that will have a multiple 
effect on the real economy, as well as  support for every 
household, every worker, unemployed, self-employed and 
business person. Its basic axis is, like its first version, 
support for employment  rather than its restriction and 
devaluation.  In addition to direct funding, the SYRIZA 
proposal includes special  loan-guarantee tools through 
the Development Bank.    “We Remain Standing II” is both 
realistic and comprehensive as it provides   farmers, 
livestock breeders and fishermen, we foresee full coverage 
of their immediate needs, with non-refundable support, 
supplementing salary costs and providing Urgent Need 
Income. As expected “We Remain Standing II” provides 
strong support for the public health system, not with 
patches, but with the strengthening of  the national 
health system   with permanent staff capable of serving 
both the public hospitals and a sufficient number of 
intensive care units, as well as a reliable system of 
primary care.
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ore than forty days have passed since 
the lockdown1, including in all areas of 
culture, and a week since the prime min-
ister’s speech on the gradual return to 
normality, in which there was not the 
slightest reference to culture and the 

thousands of its workers. Government indifference caused 
an earthquake among creators,artists, and workers in the 
field of Culture and relevent Economy, and gave birth to 
a mass protest movement. The spontaneous collection 
of signatures in the “Support Art Workers” campaign has 
exceeded 40.000,while the active presence and actions 
of Unions prepares mobilizations, encoding general and 
individual requests.
The Department of Culture of Syriza stands by the people 
of culture and unites its voice with them. From the very 
first days of the lockdown, we have clearly stated our 
demands to the Ministry of Culture. Initially, the inclusion 
of all the people of culture in the support program of 800 
euros and then with the program «Menoume Orthioi» (We 
Remain Standing), we developed a complete and costed 
plan for direct support to Culture but also looking to the 
next day.
Meanwhile, the Minister of Culture is still reluctant to 
meet with the local unions, take responsibility and imme-
diately present a plan on how to restart the culture in the 
post-quarantine period, while the government spokesman 
reiterates. as new the most inadequate measures taken 
to date, preparing an intervention by the Prime Minister.

1 The announcement was issued on May 5, 2020. 

We therefore call on Mr. Mitsotakis, when he decides to 
deal with the many problems of the world of Culture, to 
finally give answers to the following:
What is the plan to return all areas of Culture to normality 
with specific rules and measures of hygiene and safety 
for employees and the public?
How will the culture sector integrate into the already 
announced support measures, taking into account its la-
bor peculiarities and the significant unemployment rates 
projected for the next period?
How will companies that have been forced to cancel pro-
ductions and other artistic activities while they have al-
ready paid for them be supported?
How does the government intend to support the business-
es of culture and the creative economy, with an emphasis 
on the small and medium-sized ones that make up the 
largest percentage, so that jobs are not lost and good 
work practices are ensured?
How will it use European programs and special financial 
tools to support the field of Culture and the creative 
economy?
How will the intellectual and copyrights of the creators 
and artists who have suffered and will continue to be 
significantly reduced be supported?

SYRIZA monitors the developments in the field and con-
stantly updates its proposals for the support of Culture, 
which is an important chapter for the economy and the 
identity of our society. 
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The Department of Culture of SYRIZA stands by the people of 
culture and unites its voice with them: 



espite restrictions in parliamentary work due to the pandemic during the last three 
months, the SYRIZA Parliamentary Group was very active in watching and criticiz-
ing every sphere of government activity.  Unfortunately, the New Democracy Gov-
ernment used the pandemic period to undermine parliamentary control and pass 
legislation without public consultation. This practice was denounced by SYRIZA and 
its president Alexis Tsipras in Parliament as it happened on several occasions.

The highlights of SYRIZA’s parliamentary interventions during the last two months were about 
the protection of jobs and the rights of the working people, while the SYRIZA Parliamentary 
Group did not neglect other social strata demanding «Measures to support affected farmers, 
breeders and fishermen by the Coronavirus pandemic». Special attention was paid to the pro-
tection of the working people both in health and education sector of the economy. In particu-
lar, for the “frontline” health sector SYRIZA demanded increasing the employees by 4,000 and 
providing security at work in every possible way. 
As in other countries, work redundancies were massive during the pandemic. Certain govern-
ment subsidies were provided but were not sufficient to cover the loss of incomes. SYRIZA 
demanded full payment, not only to employees but the support also for small and medium 
sized enterprises which suffered dramatically by the lockdown and it is doubtful whether they 
will able to resume and recover their activity in conditions of recession which is estimated to 
exceed 10%.
The biggest threat today for the working people is the threat of unemployment, which was 
more that 27% during the memorandum period 2010-2014, but went down to 17% during 
the SYRIZA government, which had plans to bring unemployment further down to 8%. Un-
fortunately, while the coronavirus crisis may prove equally catastrophic for the economy and 
employment, the present right wing government has refused proposals from SYRIZA to follow 
a preventive approach by injecting money to increase demand. In this direction, Alexis Tsipras 
presented a second set of proposal updating the “We Remain Standing” program, focusing this 
time on supporting the small and medium sized enterprises, which constitute about a 95% of 
companies in the country. 

AN ANTI-ENVIRONMENTAL LAW 

The connection between the environmental protection and the coronavirus pandemic is more 
than evident. It is with tragic irony that the New Democracy government chose to pass legis-
lation in Parliament in May, claiming “modernization” but leading to environmental protection 
anachronism. The entire community of ecological movements including the well-known NGOs 
such as WWF and Greenpeace has denounced the new law on environment. The new law lags far 
behind the EU respective legislation and is challenged at the Supreme Court level. SYRIZA has 
joined the environmental movement in demonstrations in Syntagma square in Athens, while 
continuing its opposition work in the Parliament.

SYRIZA IN PARLIAMENT
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OOn the initiative of the SYRIZA-Progressive Alliance MEP, 
Petros Kokkalis and Jutta Paulus (Greens) a letter was 
sent that had been co-signed by 49 MEPs from three 

different political groups (The European Left, the Progressive 
Alliance of Socialists and Democrats, and the Greens).  It is ad-
dressed to the Executive Vice-President of the European Com-
mission, Franz Timmermans, as well as to the Commissioner for 
the Environment, Oceans and Fisheries, Virginijus Sinkevicius, 
regarding the new law on the “modernization of environmen-
tal legislation” that was recently approved by the Greek Par-
liament. “The new law contains articles that are exceptionally 
controversial as regards their legal foundation in international 
law, European interests and the Greek Constitution. In addition, 
it weakens the crucial environmental   policy tools  and will un-
dermine significantly the implementation of European interests 
in Greece now and in the future”, noted by European Parliament 
members, asking the European Union to take action against the 
disorganization of environmental legislation in Greece.
In their letter, the co-signing MEPs speak of the “violation of  
international law and of the just state of the EU”, while empha-
sizing that the “retention of biodiversity must constitute a ba-
sic part of our reaction to the global crisis of health and the EU 
environment  and is a basic concept  to ensure the long-term 
survival  of the EU”. While they emphasize that “the retention 
of the biodiversity must be a basic part of our reaction to the 
global crisis of health and the environment, and is a basic com-
ponent ensuring  the long-term survival and prosperity of our 
societies.”
It is worth noting that the new law on the “updating of the en-
vironmental legislation” has already provoked many reactions 
in Greece, as 24 environmental organizations on the nation-
al level , and more than 80 ecological movements and collec-
tive authorities have requested that the law be withdrawn. In 
addition, scientific institutions and universities, the Technical 
Chamber of Greece, the Citizen’s  Advocate, the Union of Ad-
ministrative Judges and many other professional organizations 
and agencies, have expressed significant reservations relating 
to various provisions of the new law and the problems that its 
application is expected to cause. 

Read here the entire letter signed by 49 MEPs. 
https://www.syriza.gr/article/id/93804/Letter-from-49-
MEPs-from-three-political-groups-criticizing-the-law-regard-
ing-the-environment-that-was-recently-passed-by-the-Greek-
Parliament.html

Letter from 49 MEPs from three political 
groups, criticizing the law regarding the 
environment that was recently passed by 
the Greek Parliament
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The climate crisis shows more and more 
its threat with the continuing extreme 
weather events. At the same time the 

coronavirus pandemic is shown to be associat-
ed with its rapid spread with climate crisis and 
biodiversity pressure. The main source of the 
problem is the economic and productive mod-
el that seeks to maximize capital gains to the 
detriment of human life and the environment. 
In times of climate and health crisis, invest-
ments in health, environmental protection and 
protection of biodiversity with innovative ide-
as are the ones that can shape a healthy eco-
nomic production model in agriculture, in the 
secondary sector, in energy, in services, in tour-
ism. The real development investments con-
cern the triptych of tackling the health crisis, 
stopping the climate change and protecting bi-
odiversity in the context of a new productive, 
consumer and sustainable development mod-
el. In this regard, this year’s Environment Day 
sends the message that it is time for Nature 
and we must listen to it, if we want to have a 
future on this planet. SYRIZA-Progressive Al-
liance listens to the concerns of the citizens, 
takes into account the criticism and propos-
als of the diverse movements and participat-
ed in the massive gatherings that took place 
throughout the country for the protection of 
the Environment.    

SYRIZA Sector of Ecology, 
Environment and Spatial Planning
June 5th: World Environment Day
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On June 1st 2020, the SYRIZA Sector of International and European Affairs issued the following statement.

he assassination of George Floyd by policemen   in Minneapolis, USA, is not an isolated incident, but the 
latest episode in successive    violent acts against members of the American black community.  Just 66 
years after the abolition of racial segregation in schools, transport and other spheres of public life in USA,  
institutional change has not been followed by the elimination of bigotry ideas within society. 
Even today, systemic racism and the interconnection of racial and class inequalities, constitute dark as-

pects of everyday life, both in the United States and in many other countries around the world.
At this moment, we join our voice with  those protesting  and struggling against police brutality and racial dis-
crimination.
We stand against those who add fuel to the fire by targeting the anti-fascist and anti-racist citizens movement.
The peaceful struggle for a world without discrimination may be lengthy  but is a fair one. For everyone to “be 
able to breathe” with Freedom, Solidarity, Social Justice and Equality.

STATEMENT BY SYRIZA SECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL 
AND EUROPEAN AFFAIRS

On the murder of George Floyd by policemen in Minneapolis, USA
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Nicos Poulantzas Institute (NPI), the theoretical and research foundation affiliated to the party of SYRIZA 
and founding member of Transform! Europe network recently (in March 2020) hosted a public event that is 
absolutely relevant to the recent developments due to the pandemic. The event, titled "Work/Labour in the 

Digital Age", was co-organised with Transform! and the speakers invited were Juliet Webster, Work and Equality 
Research (London) and Sarah de Heusch, Smart Cooperative. You can find the videos (in EN) in the links below:

Juliet Webster:  https://vimeo.com/398214474

Sarah de Heusch: https://vimeo.com/398223787

Also, in mid-May NPI hosted an online discussion of its president and professor at the University of London, 

Costas Douzinas, with the French philosopher and writer, Bruno Latour, under the general topic "Where to Land 
after the Pandemic". You can find the video (in EN - after a short introduction in Greek) of the discussion in the 
following link : https://vimeo.com/421476908

Technology and Covid19 crisis in the epicentre 
of Nicos Poulantzas Institute activities

http://vimeo.com/398214474
http://vimeo.com/398223787
http://vimeo.com/421476908


uring the recent pandemic lockdown, Greek 
government proceeded to new lengths of 
cruelty against refugees . According to latest 
legislation, recognized refugees are required 
to leave their accommodation structures on 
June 1, leaving them homeless again. This 

measure is a continuation of the ideologically deeply racist 
and inconsistent government policy on immigration and  
refugee issue, expressed with the initial abolition of the 
Ministry of Immigration Policy, the “pushing” of responsi-
bilities among  different  public sectors and finally the re-
organization of the  ministry under a completely different 
perspective, choosing to ignore the real need of people to 
escape from war zones and misery, and considering that 
the deterioration of all living conditions, asylum, deten-
tion, etc. of asylum seekers would act as a key factor to 
stop them  reaching Greece as a possible path towards 
other  European countries. The tragic consequence of the 
above is that in the near future thousands of people will 
literally find themselves in the streets.  Meanwhile,  the 
New Democracy right wing  government requested  the 
exclusion of Greece  from the strict  obligation to apply 
European Law  towards refugees and  asylum seekers. As  
MP and Head of Migrative and Refugee Policy department 
of SYRIZA George Psychogios clarified ,this clause violates 
the Law of the Sea, International Law, the European Con-
vention on Human Rights and any notion of legality.  A 
possible new suspension of the asylum option would put 

the country at the corner of far-right rights and condemn 
Greece  for human rights’ violations.

The European Left demands: the immediate relief of the 
overpopulated camps, mainly the ones in the Greek islands, 
starting with Moria in Lesvos, that already counts more than 
twenty thousand residents. Constant and effective health-
care protocols, healthcare facilities accessible to all, Cov-
id-19 detective tests available to refugees, migrants and 
working people in the camps. The significant amelioration 
of living conditions in the camps, key factor to the physical 
and mental  health deterioration among residents in this 
crucial period (proper meal distribution, special care for fragile 
groups, sanitary facilities, childcare protection and education 
programs that have been cancelled while in lock-down sit-
uation, special care and protection for women). Immediate 
planning and execution of a significant moving roadmap of 
the refugee population among EU countries, respecting the 
new circumstances. Family reunifications and unaccompanied 
minors’ relocation cannot be delayed or avoided under any 
possible false pretext. Immediate restart of the asylum and 
citizenship assignation procedures. The EU must reinforce 
the asylum services as already been decided and ensure their 
operation under international and European law for human 
rights and the rights of asylum seekers. At the same time, 
migrants cannot remain unprotected, facing abusive work-
ing conditions, excluded from social allowances and lacking 
access to the healthcare public system, due to more delays 
in receiving already deserved nationality/citizenship. Total 
respect of the international laws while dealing with people 
approaching the EU borders. Use of weapons, brutality, push-
backs while at sea, abandoning people and wandering boats 
or refusing help to rescue ships is unacceptable under any 
circumstances. The EL is determined to reveal and condemn 
any similar incident

Read here the full text 
https://left.gr/news/party-european-left-dont-let-eu-
rope-get-infected-virus-racism?fbclid=IwAR1JLpeObXC3n-
zXBIATn76lSwvSD4uLYrDWQhNYjvSyjLX02KJsShiOSEXE

From the EL Party Migration WG resolution
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4TH  European Forum of Progressive, Ecological and Leftist forces: 27th–29th 
of November, Athens

 SAVE THE DATE!  

PRESPES TWO YEARS AFTER
he pick of SYRIZA’s successes in government from 
2015 to 2019 was  undoubtedly the Prespes Agree-
ment, signed on 17 June 2018.  This  agreement 
considered a landmark for peace in the entire Balkan 
region was negotiated directly by the then  prime 

minister of Greece Alexis Tsipras and the prime minister of 
North Macedonia under UN auspices and EU support. 
The site of the signing of the agreement was a small village 
(Psarohori) by the Prespes Lakes, a junction point between 
Albania and North Macedonia. The two lakes, Big and Small 
Prespa are environmentally protected by the three neigh-
bouring countries. So it was highly symbolic for a message 
of peace, common security and codevelopment to be sent 
from there across the Balkans.  As for every peace agreement, 
mutual concessions were needed, including  a constitutional 
change in FYROM, renaming the country as Republic of North 
Macedonia. 
Readers are reminded that the Macedonian issue in its mod-
ern form was outstanding for  27 years to the detriment of 
both countries and Balkan stability.
The focus of the dispute between the two countries was the 
name of the   Former Yugoslav Republic which emerged as an 
independent state, following the dissolution of the Yugoslav 
Federation in 1991. 
It is noteworthy that the Former Yugoslav Republic of Mac-
edonia (FYROM) was admitted under this name as a full 
member of the United Nations in 1995, with the consent of 
Greece, following an interim agreement.  An agreement which 

provided the establishment of diplomatic relations and the 
development of cooperation, especially in the economic field.
The interim agreement set in motion diplomatic efforts to 
resolve differences, especially the name issue through the 
adoption of a name geographically defined, so that the name 
Macedonia is not monopolized by any country in the region.
The Prespes Agreement was approved by the parliaments 
of Greece and North Macedonia and the Security Council of 
the United Nations. Its adoption both in Greece and North 
Macedonia was opposed violently in certain cases by extreme 
nationalist forces and the right wing opposition which in 
Greece is today the government of the country. However, 
despite its demagogic opposition to Prespes, the present 
Greek government is currently supporting and sticking to it.
We value the Prespes Agreement   as a defeat of aggressive 
nationalism  in  both countries as well as in Europe. Thanks 
to the Agreement, the EU unlocked the accession process   
for North Macedonia. As for the accession of North Mac-
edonia in NATO, it was an almost unanimous will  of our 
neighbouring people and it would be unacceptable for the 
SYRIZA government to block this sovereign right. The veto 
weapon was used once in 2008 by the then New Democracy 
government of Greece.   
It is noteworthy that the Prespes Agreement  valued as a 
rare UN mediation success. Finally, the Prespes Agreement  
can be considered a model for solving similar  problems in 
the region through direct talks, e.g. the Kosovo issue,  and 
elsewhere in Europe. 
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The West Bank Annexation Plan that was included 
in the policy agreement of the Netanyahu-Gantz 
coalition government, constitutes an obvious vi-
olation of International Law, as well as UN Reso-

lutions.
Such a move further obstructs the peace, stability and 
required coexistence of the peoples in the region. On 
the contrary, it is more necessary than ever before to 
re-open peace talks between Israelis and Palestinians, 
under the auspices of the United Nations.
SYRIZA has always supported a fair and viable solution 

to the Palestinian issue, in accordance with UN decisions.  
That is, the solution of these two states co-existing in 
peace and security, on the 1967 borders, and with East 
Jerusalem as Capital of the Palestinian state.
The Greek Government should give answers about its 
position on the possibility of the incorporation of the 
occupied Palestinian territories into Israel on July 1st, 
as foreseen by the Israeli plan in question. We call upon 
our Government to side with the 11 European countries 
(including Germany, France and Italy) which have already 
denounced it.

STATEMENT BY SYRIZA SECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 
regarding the West Bank Annexation Plan


